
Getting Started Home Schooling 
 

1. Legal Requirements for Home Schooling in Texas 
a. the instruction is bona fide (i.e., not a sham) 
b. the curriculum is in visual form (e.g., books, workbooks, video monitor) 
c. the curriculum includes the basic subjects of reading, spelling, grammar, mathematics, and 

good citizenship. Parents may obtain curriculum materials from outside sources or develop 
their own. They may also send their children into the home of another parent for 
instruction or have a tutor come into the home for all or part of the instruction. 

(Source: Texas Home School Coalition, www.thsc.org) 
 

2. Types of Home Schooling 
Classical 

Classical home schooling has been around for centuries. It is modeled after the types of 
education that was done in Classical Greece and Rome. During the grade school ages, it 
emphasizes concrete thinking and memorization of facts. During the middle school years, 
logical thinking is developed.  During the high school years, students are taught abstract 
thinking and communication of their knowledge in various subjects. 

Examples:   
 Well-trained Mind – www.welltrainedmind.com 
 Veritas Press – www.veritaspress.com 
 Tapestry of Grace – www.tapestryofgrace.com 
 

Charlotte Mason  
Charlotte Mason was a British educator who lived in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Her 
method is centered around the idea that education is three-pronged: Education is an 
Atmosphere, a Discipline, a Life.  A child’s environment should encourage learning.  
Discipline comes from developing good habits.  Learning should come from life, so this 
method relies on “living books” instead of textbooks. 

Examples:   
 Ambleside Online – www.amblesideonline.org 
 Sonlight – www.sonlight.com 
 Simple Charlotte Mason - www.simplycharlottemason.com 

 
Unit Studies 

A unit study uses a central theme and builds school lessons around that theme.  For 
example, the main theme could be rivers.  You could learn about important rivers around 
the world (geography), read a story book about rivers (literature), study the environment 
around a river (science), and write an essay about a river (language arts).  Most families 
who use unit studies use a separate curriculum for math. 

Examples:   
 KONOS – www.konos.com 
 Five in a Row – www.fiveinarow.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Distance Learning 
Many schools, colleges, and companies offer distance learning programs.  A student 
enrolls in their program, completes work online, and receives a grade from the school or 
company. 

Examples:   
 Texas Tech - www.depts.ttu.edu/k12/ 
 K12 – www.k12.com  
 Bob Jones online - www.bjupress.com   
 Abeka online - www.abeka.com/AbekaAcademy/ 

 
Co-ops and Tutors 

A co-op is a group of parents that share teaching skills.  For example, one parent might 
teach writing and another parent teach history.  Tutors are experienced teachers that you 
hire to teach your child.  Tutors can offer one-on-one instruction and some tutors teach 
small classes.   

Local Co-op: 
 Classical Conversations – www.classicalconversations.com 

Finding tutors 
 Ask other home schoolers 
 Check online 
 FAITH Sign Up Meeting.  Usually held in August.  This year’s date TBD. 
 

Eclectic 
“Eclectic” means a little of everything.  This is what many home schoolers do.  They chose 
the resources that work best for their child – maybe a tutor for math, a co-op for art, 
writing with an on-line distance learning program, and literature with living books.  
Parents design a customized plan of instruction based on their child’s needs and the 
resources that are available. 

 
 
 
 

3. Planning What to Teach 
Many different guidelines are available to help you decide what material you should be 
teaching at each age or grade.  Most of the websites listed in the previous section have 
curriculum recommendations based on grade.  Some books, such as The Well-Trained 
Mind by Susan Wise Bauer, Home-Designed High School by Diana Johnson, or Cathy 
Duffy’s 101 Top Picks for Home School Curriculum, also contain guidelines.  You can 
also use the state guidelines which are available at 
www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6148.   
 
Throughout the year, large home school associations host curriculum conventions.  FEAST 
in San Antonio hosts a convention in May.  The Texas Home School Coalition hosts a 
convention at the Woodlands in June.  Most conventions also hold workshops for parents 
to learn more about educating their children. 

   FEAST – www.homeschoolfeast.com/ 
   THSC – www.thsc.org 
 
 



4. Ordering Curriculum  
Once you have decided what you want to teach, you need to get the books and other 

materials you will use.  Since you are new to home schooling, it is very easy to overbuy, 
purchasing many things that you won’t ever use.  Keep this in mind before you place an order.  
To save money and avoid the hassle of returning items, here are some things you might do: 

Look at the items before you buy.  Ask a friend, find it in a store, look at a 
sample online. 
Borrow instead of buy.  If you have friends who home school, see if you can share 
materials.  Check out books from the public library.  If a library doesn’t have a 
book you need, see if they can get it on inter-library loan.  The FAITH Home 
School Group has a library of curriculum for its members to check out and use for 
the school year. 
Buy used curriculum.  Used curriculum can be found on Amazon.com and other 
home-school specific websites. FAITH hosts a used curriculum sale in May. 
Find online resources.  The internet has a wide variety of free resources you can 
use.  There are free books you can read online and even complete classes that you 
can attend for no charge. 
 
 

5. Learning Challenges 
a. Being your child’s mom and teacher 
 
b. Learning differences – ADD/ADHD, Dyslexia 
 
c. Special needs children – www.nathhan.com National Challenged Homeschoolers 

Associated Network – resources for families with special needs children 
 

d. Teaching the gifted child 
 
e. Immaturity 

 
 

6. Scheduling your life  
 
 
 
7. It’s Not Just about Books 

a. Social Activities 
 
b. Character Development  

 
c. Time with your child 

 
 

8. Support 
a. Family 

 
b. Home School Groups 
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